Mr*  Mayor*  Indies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Services  for  the  year  1972. 

The  population  of  Penryn  rose  from  5,330  in  1971  to  5,520  in  1972. 

The  number  of  live  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  32. 

As  regards  infectious  diseases  I  am  happy  to  report  that  like 
1971  there  were  very  few  cases  reported  there  being  only  8  cases  of  measles  and 
2  T.B.  cases  report  in  the  year. 

There  are  no  significant  changes  in  the  causes  of  death  in  the  year. 

As  regards  the  environmental  services  a  great  deal  of  time  and  money 
continues  to  be  spent  in  investigating  the  state  of  the  towns  old  sewerage 
system  and  where  faults  have  been  found  which  result  in  silting  and  flooding 
repairs  have  had  to  be  carried  out,  nevertheless  the  work  is  extensive  and 
will  take  considerable  time  to  put  right  and  must  be  considered  essential  for 
the  future  housing  and  industrial  development  of  the  town. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  all  members  of  the  Council  for  their  understanding  and 
help  throughout  the  year,  especially  Mr.  Dawkins  the  Town  Clerk,  and 
Mr*  Birkett  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his  staff  who  have  been 
helpful  at  all  times. 

Finally  I  wish  to  thank  the  Area  Nursing  Officer  and  clerical  staff 
at  The  Leats  who  have  helped  in  the  production  of  this  report# 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.W.J.  HINGSTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Borough  of  Penryn. 


Total  live  and 

Stillbirths:  Total  43  44  87  734,199 

Legitimate  40  42  82  670,753 

Illegitimate  325  63,446 
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STATISTICS  SINCE  1950 


Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infant  mortality  rate 

1950 

19.1 

11.6 

Nil 

1951 

17.5 

11.2 

41.7 

1952 

19.5 

10.1 

24.7 

1953 

17.0 

13.2 

27.8 

1954 

19.9 

11.4 

56.1 

1955 

21.4 

12.0 

40.8 

1956 

16„9 

12.7 

25.6 

1957 

16.9 

13.2 

26.0 

1958 

15.8 

12.9 

41.7 

1959 

15.1 

15.0 

Nil 

I960 

14.0 

11.0 

31.1 

1961 

14.3 

12.9 

41.7 

1962 

19.1 

13.2 

10.2 

1963 

17.8 

17.2 

35.7 

1964 

18.2 

10.1 

29.8 

1965 

l8B  2 

14.4 

56.8 

1966 

17.5 

10.9 

23.5 

1967 

15.7 

10.2 

13.0 

1968 

16.8 

10.8 

Nil 

1969 

15.3 

10.8 

39.0 

1970 

17.5 

11.8 

Nil 

1971 

20.5 

13.1 

28.0 

1972 

15.5 

11.8 

11.0 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  REPORTED 


Measles: 

Tuberculosis 
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VACCINATION  ANN  IMMUNISATION 


The  following  figures  relate  to  the  whole  of  Health  Area  No.  3 


Year  of  Birth 

1972  1971  1970  1969  1965-68  Others  Total  Total 

under  1972  1971 

nr 


Primary  Dose 

Triple  D.T„P. 

Polio 

Measles 

Reinforcing  Doses 

Triple  D.T.P* 

D/Tet 

Tetanus 

Polio 

Tuberculosis: 

(B.C.G.) 

Rubella  13  year  old  girls 


212  544 

18 

5 

14 

4 

797 

827 

212  544 

19 

5 

22 

5 

807 

847 

343 

251 

52 

67 

4 

717 

773 

9 

618 

171 

20 

19 

5 

842 

883 

3 

4 

2 

789 

78 

87  6 

834 

2 

3 

3 

42 

177 

227 

167 

8 

621 

177 

22 

835 

131 

1794 

1763 

899 

965 

401 

550 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS  AND  MIDWIFERY  SERVICES 

All  ante— natal  clinics  .are- held,  at  13  gr-oup-  practices  throughout 

i 

this  Health  Area,  usually  on  a  weekly  basis,  and  are  attended  by  midwives 
attached  to  the  practices..  2,153  ante-natal  visits  to  the  homes  were  made  by 
District  Midwives  in  this  area.  The  13  practices  in  this  Health  Area  held  a 
total  of  584  ante-natal  clinics,  and  2,468  domiciliary  visits  were  made  by 
Midwives  to  mothers  returning  home  after  delivery  in  hospital. 

1,666  visits  were  made  to  the  113  domiciliary  births  delivered  by 
District  Mid  wives.  This  figure  must  be  considered  in  relation  to  the  total 
of  923  live  births  registered  in  the  four  districts  comprising  'this  Health 
-A fea.  The  ^'proportion  of  domiciliary  births  to  the  total  is  12$.  This  figure 
varies  between  4$  and  20$  in  the  four  districts.  No  doubt  the  greater 
difficulty  in  summoning  emergency  aid  in  rural  areas  and  other  factors 
determine  that  the  emergency  aid  in  rural  areas  and  other  factors  determine 
that  the  percentage  of  home  deliveries  in  the  rural  areas  in  smaller  than  for 
the  towns  (see  Table  showing  figures  since  1966). 

Number  of  Home  Deliveries  as  Percentage  of 


Total 

Live  Births 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

'  1970 

1971 

1972 

Falmouth 

49 

48 

38 

32 

31 

26 

18 

Truro  City 

53 

45 

34 

27 

35 

26 

20 

Truro  R.D.C, 

36 

35 

31 

32 

19 

10 

4 

Penryn 

65 

57 

45 

36 

15 

17 

18 

As  regards  the  majority  of  women  delivered  in  hospital  or  other 
institutions  and  who  return  home  to  be  looked  after  by  domiciliary  mid wives 
before  the  10th  day  after  delivery,  19$  are  discharged  home  as  planned  or 
unplanned  early  discharge  cases  within  two  days,  17$  on  or  after  the  8th  day  and 
the  majority,  i.e.  64$  are  discharged  home  between  the  3rd  and  7th  day. 

It  must  be  understood  that  the  Registrar  General’s  figures  of 
923  live  births  for  this  area  represents  births  to  women  normally  resident  in 
this  Health  Area  and  does  not  necessarily  represent  the  place  of  birth.  From 
the  annual  returns  of  Midwives  it  will  be  seen  that  if  the  number  of  births 
discharged  from  hospital  and  looked  after  by  domiciliary  Midwives  on  their 
return  home  in  this  Health  Area  are  combined  with  the  number  of  domiciliary 
births  undertaken  by  Midwives  at  home,  they  amount  to  only  464  of  the  total 
923.  Most  of  this  discrepancy  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  many 
women  who  are  delivered  in  hospital  and  return  home  at  the  end  of  a  week,  are 
visited  and  looked  after  by  the  Health  Visitor,  who  in  this  county  is  more 
likely  than  not  to  be  a  triple  worker,  i.e.  combined  midwife,  nurse  and  Health 
Visitor,  and  it  is  in  this  capacity  as  Health  Visitor  that  the  case  returning  from 
the  Maternity  Hospital  is  registered  in  her  returns  as  a  child  born  in  the 
calendar  year.  Nevertheless,  the  number  of  early  discharge  cases  continues  to 
occupy  the  domiciliary  Midwife  in  a  large  number  of  home  visits. 


With  regards  to  GENERAL  NURSING  SERVICES  in  this  area,  the  attohment 
of  nurses  to  G.P.’s  surgeries  has  resulted  in  5»332  visits  to  surgeries  by 
Home  Nurses  and  the  treating  of  2,557  cases  at  surgeries.  The  number  of  new 
oases  first  visited  and  treated  at  the  patients  homes  for  nursing  purposes  is 
35  for  children  under  5  years,  569  persons  seen  aged  between  5-64  years,  and 
1,396  persons  over  6 5  years  of  age.  These  figures  reflect  those  for  all  attached 
nurses  in  this  area,  but  for  new  cases  first  seen  and  treated  at  G.P.'s 
premises  a  greater  proportion  are  in  the  5—64  age  group,  i.e,  70  new  cases  under 

v 

5  years  of  age,  393  in  these  aged  5“64  and  226  in  the  over  65*  s. 

In  a  few  instances  of  nurse  attachment  more  ill  children  are  first 
seen  and  treated  by  the  District  Nurse  in  the  G.P.’s  surgery  than  in  the  home. 

The  greater  proportion  of  work  done  as  seen  in  the  number  of  visits  to  the 
homes  by  the  District  Nurse  is  till  with  the  elderly  and  handicapped,  and  in 
terms  of  numbers  this  amounts  to  65,803  visits  for  general  purposes  to  all  age 
groups,  which,  for  the  65,803  visits  for  general  purposes  to  all  age  groups* 
which,  for  the  33  nurses  in  this  area  means  an  average  of  about  2,000  visits  per 
nurse  per  year.  Dealing  with  geriatric  cases  can  be  time  consuming  as  many  need 
dressings  and  toilet  care  and  are  unable  physically  to  help  themselves  or  the 
nurse  when  she  comes  to  treat  them  at  their  homes# 

'  %■’ 

HEALTH  VISITING 

With  regard  to  the  annual  returns  from  Health  Visitors,  1,099  hew 
ca'ies  of  children  born  in  the  calendar  year  were  seen  by  the  l8  Health 
Visitors  who  work  in  this  area,  and  3,597  new  cases  under  5  years,  not  including 
those  born  in  the  calendar  year.  The  number  of  cases  of  the  working  age 
population  aged  17-64  seen  by  the  Health  Visitors  was  345  compared  with  976 
elderly  persons  over  65  years  of  age.  As  regards  the  work  load  and  visits  paid 
by  Health  Visitors,  17,054  visits  to  children  under  5  years  of  age  were  made 
compared  with  2,973  visits  tc  those  over  65  years.  This  would  indicate  that 
not  only  are  there  more  children  visited  compared  with  the  elderly  but  that  the 
amount  of  visits  per  child  is  about  4  compared  with  3  per  elderly  person.  This 
is  to  be  expected,  especially  with  regards  to  visits  to  the  new  born  and  young 
mothers.  Immunisation  work  at  G.P.  Surgeries  and  County  Clinics,  Health 
education,  screening  tests  for  hearing  in  the  young  child,  school  work 
requiring  attendance  at  medical  examination  of  school  children,  and  hygiene 
inspections  at  schools,  and  work  at  County  child  welfare  clinics  make  up  the 
rest  of  the  Health  Visitor’s  work. 

Specialised  duties  involving  the  after-care  problems  of  hospitalised 
children  leaving  the  wards  of  the  City  Hospital,  and  the  after-care  in 
selected  cases  of  the  elderly  leaving  Barncoose  Hospital,  and  work  involving 
T.B.  follow-up  of  cases  and  contacts  is  undertaken  by  3  Health  Visitors  in  this 
area  in  addition  to  their  general  duties  as  attached  staff  to  practices. 

Because  a  practice  is  situated  in  one  district,  it  does  not  mean  that  the 
patients  are  limited  to  that  district  alone,  and  for  this  reason  the  returns 
from  the  attached  County  nursing  staff  are  not  related  to  any  defined  area.  As  a 
result,  this  report  as  it  concerns  the  personal  nursing  services  has  not  attempted 
to  separate  the  figures  for  each  district,  except  where  statutory  returns  are 
required,  e.g.  births  and  notifiable  diseases. 


* 


It  is  for  this  reason  that  this  part  of  the  annual  reports  for 
the  four  sanitary  districts  is  repeated  in  each  district,  and  it  is  not 
perhaps  insigificant  that  these  services  vail  he  considered  as  one  entity 
after  April  1974  when  the  four  districts  become  onec 


